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Office  of  Cemetery  Department,  919,  920  Tremont  Building. 
(Post  Office  Address  of  Superintendent  —  Mattapan,  Mass.) 


Chapter  375. 


An  Act  to  establish  a  cemetery  department  in  the  city 

of  boston. 
Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  as  follows: 

Section  1.  There  shall  be  in  the  city  of  Boston  a  cemetery 
department,  which  shall  be  under  the  charge  of  a  board  of 
five  trustees  appointed  by  the  mayor,  subject  to  confirmation 
by  the  board  of  aldermen.  Said  trustees  shall,  in  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-seven,  be  appointed,  one  for  the 
term  of  one  year,  one  for  the  term  of  two  years,  one  for  the 
term  of  three  years,  one  for  the  term  of  four  years  and  one  for 
the  term  of  five  years,  each  term  beginning  with  the  first  day 
of  May  in  said  year;  and  annually  thereafter  the  mayor  shall 
appoint,  subject  to  confirmation  as  aforesaid,  one  trustee  for 
the  term  of  five  years,  beginning  with  the  first  day  of  May  in 
the  year  of  appointment.  Chapter  two  hundred  and  sixty-six 
of  the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-five,  and 
all  acts  relating  to  departments  and  officers  of  departments  in 
the  city  of  Boston,  shall,  so  far  as  applicable,  apply  to  said 
department  and  the  officers  and  employees  thereof. 

Sect.  2.  Said  board  shall  have  charge  of  Mount  Hope 
Cemetery  and  of  all  other  burial  grounds  owned  by  or  in  charge 
of  the  city  of  Boston;  shall  set  apart  and  appropriate  a  por- 
tion of  said  cemetery  as  a  public  burying  ground  for  the  use 
of  the  inhabitants  of  said  city,  free  from  any  charge  therefor; 
shall  lay  out  said  cemetery  n  suitable  lots  or  other  sub- 
divisions for  family  or  other  burials,  with  necessary  paths 
and  avenues;  shall  plant  and  embell'sh  the  said  cemetery 
with  trees,  shrubs,  flowers  and  other  rural  ornaments;  may 
enclose  and  divide  the  same  with  proper  fences;  may  erect  or 
annex  thereto  suitable  edifices,  appendages  or  conveniences; 
and  may  make  such  by-laws,  rules  and  regulations,  not  incon- 
sistent with  statutes  or  ordinances,  as  they  may  deem  advis- 
able; and  shall  perform  such  other  duties  relative  to  such 
cemetery  and  said  burial  grounds  as  the  city  council  may 
from  time  to  time  prescribe.  All  acts  and  all  ordinances  of 
said  city  relating  to  Mount  Hope  Cemetery  shall,  so  far  as 
they  are  not  inconsistent  herewith,  apply  to  said  department 
and  the  officers  in  charge  thereof. 

Sect.  3.    This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 

[Approved  May  10,  1897. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

CEMETERY  DEPARTMENT 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1912-13. 


Boston,  February  1,  1913. 

Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston: 

Sir, —  In  accordance  with  chapter  3,  section  24,  of 
the  Revised  Ordinances,  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Cemetery  Department  present  their  annual  report 
for  the  financial  year  ending  January  31,  1913. 

This  Board  organized  on  May  6,  at  which  time  Mr. 
Charles  E.  Phipps  was  elected  chairman. 

The  following  officials  were  appointed  by  the  Board 
to  carry  out  the  work  of  the  department  under  the 
direction  of  the  trustees: 

Mr.  Leonard  W.  Ross,  general  superintendent,  in 
control  of  the  work  carried  on  in  the  cemeteries  and 
burying  grounds  of  the  department,  with  headquarters 
at  Mount  Hope  Cemetery,  and  direct  supervision  of  the 
work  in  and  pertaining  to  that  cemetery. 

Mr.  John  Frank  Keating,  secretary,  as  the  executive 
officer  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  in  charge  of  the  depart- 
ment office  at  919-920  Tremont  Building.  The  minutes 
and  deeds  and  the  financial  transactions  of  the  depart- 
ment are  recorded  in  this  office.  The  secretary,  in 
compliance  with  the  city  ordinances,  is  under  bonds. 
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The  following  custodians  were  appointed,  and  are 
under  direction  of  the  general  superintendent: 

Mr.  Charles  P.  Harding,  Evergreen  Cemetery  and 
Marked  Street  Burying  Ground. 

Mr.  John  J.  Burnes,  Dorchester  North,  Dorchester 
South  and  Hawes  Burying  Grounds. 

Mr.  Frank  L.  Turner,  Bennington  Street  Cemetery. 

Mr.  Augustus  M.  Lydston,  Phipps  Street  and  Bunker 
Hill  Burying  Grounds. 

Mr.  John  Norton,  Copp's  Hill  Burying  Ground. 

Mr.  Frank  T.  Donovan,  Fairview  Cemetery. 

King's  Chapel,  Granary,  Central,  South  End  South, 
Eliot,  Kearsarge,  Westerly  and  Walter  Street  Burying 
Grounds  are  under  direct  charge  of  the  general  super- 
intendent. 

Mr.  Charles  E.  Phipps  was  reappointed  as  a  Ceme- 
tery Trustee  for  the  term  ending  April  30,  1917.  Mr. 
Phipps  has  served  continuously  as  a  member  of  this 
Board  for  eleven  years  and  as  chairman  for  the  past 
five  years.  Although  actively  engaged  in  business,  he 
has  devoted  an  exceedingly  generous  portion  of  his 
time  gratuitously  to  the  interests  of  the  department. 
His  successive  elections  as  chairman  testify  to  the  esteem 
in  which  he  is  held  by  his  fellow  members  on  this 
Board. 
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DEPARTMENT  PROPERTY. 


The  burying  grounds,  cemeteries  and  tombs  which 
are  owned  by  and  in  charge  of  the  City  of  Boston  are 
as  follows: 

East  Boston. 
Ward  1. 

Bennington  Street,  157,500  square  feet. 

Charlestown. 
Ward  3. 

Bunker  Hill,  48,202  square  feet. 

Ward  5. 

Phipps  Street,  76,740  square  feet. 

City  Proper. 
Ward  6. 

Copp's  Hill,  Hull  street,  89,015  square  feet. 
King's  Chapel,  Tremont  street,  19,344  square  feet. 

Ward  7. 

Granary,  Tremont  street,  82,063  square  feet. 
Central,  Common,  60,693  square  feet. 

Ward  12. 

South  End  South,  Washington  street,  64,570  square  feet. 

South  Boston. 
Ward  14- 

Hawes,  Emerson  street,  11,232  square  feet. 

ROXBTJRY. 

Ward  17. 

Eliot  Eustis  street,  34,830  square  feet. 
Warren,  Kearsarge  avenue,  54,500  square  feet. 
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Dorchester. 
Ward  20. 

North,  Upham's  Corner,  142,587  square  feet. 

West  Roxbury. 
Ward  23. 

Mount  Hope,  Walk  Hill  street,  117  acres  and  36,536  square 
feet.    Opposite  Mount  Hope  are  two  lots  of  unused  land  on 

Berry  Street,  north  corner  Manning  street,  7,150  square  feet  ; 
and 

Berry  Street,  south  corner  Manning  street,  5,262  square  feet. 
Westerly,  Centre  street,  39,450  square  feet. 
Walter  Street,  35,100  square  feet. 

Dorchester. 
Ward  24. 

South,  Dorchester  avenue,  95,462  square  feet. 

Brighton. 
Ward  25. 

Evergreen,  Commonwealth  avenue,  604,520  square  feet. 
Market  Street,  18,072  square  feet. 

Hyde  Park. 
Ward  26. 

Fairview  Cemetery,  Fairview  avenue,  about  fifty  acres. 
City  Tombs. 

Twenty-five  in  the  South  Burying  Ground;  six  in  Phipps 
Street  Ground,  Chariest  own;  one  tomb  for  infants  in  South 
Burying  Ground;  one  tomb  for  infants  and  one  for  adults  in 
the  Copp's  Hill  Burying  Ground;  one  for  adults  and  one  for 
infants  in  the  Granary  Burying  Ground;  one  for  infants  in  the 
Chapel  Burying  Ground;  one  in  the  Central  Burying  Ground 
for  infants;  two  receiving  tombs  in  East  Boston;  one  receiving 
tomb  in  Dorchester  North;  one  receiving  tomb  in  Dorchester 
South;  one  receiving  tomb  in  Evergreen  Cemetery,  Brighton; 
one  receiving  tomb  in  Mount  Hope  Cemetery;  and  one  receiv- 
ing tomb  in  Fairview  Cemetery,  Hyde  Park. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  GENERAL  SUPERINTENDENT. 


To  the  Trustees  of  the  Cemetery  Department,  City  of  Boston: 

Gentlemen, —  I  submit  herewith  my  fourth  annual 
report  as  General  Superintendent  of  this  department 
for  the  year  beginning  February  1,  1912,  and  ending 
January  31,  1913. 

A  detailed  statement  of  the  work  performed  during 
the  year  is  as  follows: 
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Mount  Hope  

Fairview  

Evergreen  

Dorchester  North. 
Bennington  Street. 

Phipps  Street  

Dorchester  South. . 

Westerly  

Central  

Granary  

Copp's  Hill  


Totals . 


1,393 
314 
98 
16 
14 
13 
9 
3 
2 
2 
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235 
72 


60 
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58 
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50 
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1 
68 
40 


281 


112 


188 


221 
21 
25 
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271 


178 


174 
4 
44 
12 


179  235 


Mount  Hope  Cemetery. —  Chapel  used  for  burial  service 
twenty-seven  times;  receiving  tomb  used  thirty  times. 

Land  sold  for  burial  purposes:  For  lots  6,933  square  feet, 
and  for  graves  8,340  square  feet. 

Land  improvements  in  square  feet:  185,000  in  lots,  borders, 
etc.,  regraded,  fertilized,  seeded  and  sodded;  14,500  graded 
and  prepared  for  lot  sales;  41,000  of  avenues  macadamized; 
8,000  square  yards  of  avenues  resurfaced  with  fine  stone 
and  dust;  13,000  cubic  yards  of  filling  removed;  450  tons 
of  stone  crushed  and  used  on  avenues;  60  cords  of  stable 
manure  hauled  and  used  in  cemetery;  600  grave  markers 
and  51  lot  markers  set;  15  markers  received  from  United 
States  Government  and  set  at  graves  of  veterans;  6  brick 
graves  built. 
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At  Mount  Hope  Cemetery  the  completion  of  the  erection  of 
the  new  gateway  at  the  Mount  Hope  street  entrance  has  marked 
a  decided  improvement.  A  large  amount  of  work  has  been 
done  in  the  removing  o  the  surplus  boundar}'  posts  on  the  old 
lots,  and  the  lowering  of  the  corner  posts  to  the  level  of  the 
surface  of  the  lot  in  connection  with  regrading  and  seeding  is 
a  desirable  improvement  and  will  aid  materially  in  reducing 
the  cost  of  keeping  these  lots  in  order.  I  am  very  glad  to  report 
that  many  of  our  lot  owners  have  commended  our  efforts  in 
this  direction. 

The  glass  from  two  of  the  green  houses  was  all  taken  out,  the 
structural  work  cleaned  and  painted,  and  the  glass  reset. 
We  have  under  cultivation  a  much  greater  and  largely  improved 
collection  of  plants  for  use  in  the  various  grounds  than  usual. 

As  little  work  has  been  done  upon  our  buildings  during 
the  year,  an  unusual  amount  will  be  required  for  the  coining 
season. 

Evergreen  Cemetery. —  Services  held  in  cemetery  lodge 
ten  times;  receiving  tomb  used  six  times. 

Land  sold  for  burial  purposes:  For  lots  960  square  feet, 
and  for  graves  1,728  square  feet. 

Land  improvements  in  square  feet:  3,654  prepared  for  single 
graves;  3,000  sodded;  20  lots  regraded  and  seeded;  4,000 
lineal  feet  of  avenues  resurfaced;  7,000  lineal  feet  of  avenues 
reconstructed;  45  boundary  posts  set;  1  brick  grave  built; 
wire  fence  and  signs  painted. 

Trees  planted:  100  pines,  12  magnolias,  40  oaks,  15  spruce, 
50  cedars. 

Market  Street  Ground. —  Two  tombs  repaired. 

Dorchester  North  Burying  Ground. — 45,009  square  feet 
of  land  graded;  1,000  feet  of  sods  laid  for  path  borders;  36 
tombs  sodded;  305  single  headstones  straightened;  25  monu- 
ments and  headstones  removed  from  wall  line  and  reset;  8  stone 
posts  removed  from  gateways;  16  double  loads  of  stone  used  on 
Atherton  avenue  for  drainage;  2  cement  platforms  made  for 
standpipes;  70  corner  posts  reset;  3  elm  trees  removed;  old 
office  building  taken  down  by  employees;  1  grave  marker  set. 

Dorchester  South  Burying  Ground. —  Receiving  tomb 
used  twice;  1  tree  removed. 

At  this  ground  the  old  wooden  fence  on  the  Dorchester 
avenue  stone  wall  was  partly  demolished  by  a  wind  storm, 
and  it  was  necessary  to  remove  it.  A  contract  was  made  with 
the  Wright  Wire  Company  and  an  iron  picket  fence,  251  feet 
in  length,  with  milled  tops,  was  set  on  the  stone  wall.  The 
palings  were  set  8  feet  apart  with  3  posts  and  a  gate  to  match. 
The  fence  is  4  feet  high. 

As  you  are  well  aware  the  acquisition  of  Fairview  Cemetery 
in  Hyde  Park  has  largely  increased  the  labor  and  detail  work 
of  this  office.  A  large  amount  of  new  ground  has  been  graded 
and  prepared  for  sale  and  ornamentation.  A  main  avenue 
approaching  the  grounds  on  the  east  side  has  been  constructed 
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by  excavation  of  soil  and  filling  of  stones  and  surfacing  with 
gravel.  This  necessitated  the  handling  of  30,000  cubic  feet  of 
materials.  This  improvement  will  no  doubt  be  appreciated  by 
those  who  have  occasion  to  visit  the  cemetery,  as  it  reduces 
the  grade  on  the  avenue  of  approach. 

The  underbrush  and  rubbish  has  been  removed  on  the 
river  front  along  Aspen  avenue.  The  avenues  have  all  been 
rolled  by  a  steam  roller,  and  stone  resurfaced  for  a  considerable 
part. 

The  house  at  the  entrance  to  the  cemetery,  used  as  a  dwelling 
by  one  of  the  employees,  was  vacated  on  November  1,  and  is 
now  being  fitted  up  as  an  office  building.  A  telephone,  Hyde 
Park  785,  has  been  installed  in  this  building;  1,500  square  feet 
prepared  for  lots;  900  cubic  feet  excavated  for  avenues;  1,050 
square  feet  regraded  and  seeded;  11,500  square  feet  regraded 
and  ready  for  seed;  260  grave  markers  set;  150  lots  numbered; 
3,600  square  feet  prepared  for  graves  in  Oak  Lawn;  5  trees 
removed. 

King's  Chapel  Burying  Ground. —  The  additional  work  of 
seeding,  surfacing  and  planting,  inaugurated  three  seasons  ago, 
was  continued  during  the  past  year.   One  tomb  repaired. 

Central  Burying  Ground. —  Two  tombs  repaired. 

Copp's  Hill  Burying  Ground. —  Four  tombs  repaired. 

Bennington  Street  Cemetery. —  Eight  trees  removed  and 
50  trimmed. 

Phipps  Street  Burying  Ground. —  Fifty-six  headstones 
straightened. 

Bunker  Hill  Cemetery. —  Thirty-two  headstones  straight- 
ened. 

Throughout  the  various  grounds  of  the  department 
much  has  been  done  in  pruning  and  caring  for  trees 
and  shrubs,  and  any  found  in  an  overgrown  or  dying 
condition  have  been  removed.  We  have  been  obliged 
to  increase  the  force  of  men  caring  for  the  trees  in 
the  various  grounds  in  the  suppression  of  the  insect 
infestation. 

The  custodians  of  the  various  cemeteries  of  the 
department  have  rendered  satisfactory  service  during 
the  past  year. 

I  thank  you  for  the  continued  courtesy  and  considera- 
tion shown  me  by  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Leonard  W.  Ross, 

General  Superintendent. 
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250  00 
214  25 
152  00 
149  00 
106  00 
59  56 
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8,871  50 
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Evergreen  covering  

Plants,  sale  and  use  

Preparing  for  plants .... 
Brick  graves  

Myrtling  

Sale  of  material  

Boxes  furnished  

Painting  vases,  chairs.  .  . 
House  rent  

Telephone  rebate  

Totals  

Trust  Fund: 

Perpetual  care  

Interest  

Grand  totals  

Total  Perpetual  Care 
Fund  

Due  on  unpaid  bills,  1897- 
1912  
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Expenditures  for  Fiscal  Year  of 


Cemetery  Department. 

Office 

Expenses. 

Mount 
Hope. 

Evergreen 
and 

Market  St. 

i 

.2 
I 
ft 

Dorchester 
North. 

King's 
Chapel. 

Bennington 
Street. 

Labor  

$50,644  97 

$5,438  66 

$4,273  82 

$1,652  83 

$997  25 

$1,038  63 

Superintendent,  salary  

S2.500  00 
1,603  04 
1,824  72 
1,451  42 

Secretary,  salary  

Clerk,  messenger  

Pensions  

2,104  95 
300  00 

1,850  00 
522  64 

2,030  15 

300  00 

(One  new  horse  

[One  new  auto  

(Auto  supplies,  repairs  

[Repairs  and  brick,  lumber, 
•I  cement. 

67  77 

49  47 

47  12 

Fuel  

1,904  89 
842  94 
719  53 
411  64 
391  50 
303  85 
199  67 
141  63 
51  00 
139  80 
122  33 
38  15 
75  00 
106  00 
86  16 
73  10 
42  40 
20  00 
11  00 
4  05 

98  00 
6  60 
26  00 

18  55 

7  33 

96  35 

172  50 
6  00 

15  75 
11  05 

3  50 
8  65 

24  00 

45  70 
12  00 
7  02 

Printing,  binding  

215  23 
40  24 
80  00 
94  80 

114  34 

1  50 

2  00 
27  66 

2  83 

f Stationery,  directory  

(Postage  

10  00 
30  41 

8  00 
32  47 

49  35 

13  85 
41  50 

Carfares  

3  50  • 

40 

3  65 

Medical  service  

Surety  bonds  

20  00 

6  00 

6  00 

5  00 

Flower  pots  

7  00 

Totals  

$7,839  95 

$63,137  35 

$6,152  86 

$4,509  32 

$1,860  40 

$1,175  75 

$1,081  18 
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1912=13.    Regular  Appropriation. 


Copp's  Hill. 

Dorchester 
South. 

1 

Granary. 

Phipps  St. 
and 

Bunker  Hill. 

Eliot. 

Westerly. 

South  End 
South. 

Hawes. 

Central. 

1 

Walter 
Street. 

Totals. 

$992  35 

$604  82 

$746  50 

$685  50 

$517  25 

$2ol  2o 

$2z2  oU 

$156  43 

©  1  AO     ~  t\ 
$11)5  OU 

$26  50 

$68,367  76 
2,500  00 
1,603  04 
1,824  72 
1,451  42 
2,404  951 
300  00 J 
1,850  00) 
522  64/ 
2,225  16) 
293  55f 
2,041  10 
1,005  37 
918  03 
477  64 
465  60 
315  85 
539  09 
183  37) 
151  Oof 
325  44 
122  33 
87  501 
75  00  J 
106  00 
100  01 
114  60 
51  15 
20  00 
48  00 
4  05 
7  00 

17  02 

7  50 
293  55 

6  13 

19  66 
3  50 



48  65 

16  75 

8  70 

30 

1  20 

$1,032  53 

$963  22 

$746  50 

$703  75 

$517  25 

$261  25 

$222  50 

$156  43 

$114  63 

$26  50 

$90,501  37 
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SPECIAL  APPROPRIATION. 

Evergreen  Cemetery,  Development  of  Land. 

Appropriation  authorized  October  5,  1909      ....  $13,000  00 

Expended  to  January  31,  1912    12,2(53  64 

Balance   S736  36 


Expenditures,  1912-13: 

Labor   $59  75 

Plants,  seeds,  etc   444  49 

Stone   138  37 

Teaming   41  00 

Loam   22  75 

Manure   18  00 

Sods   12  00 


  S736  36 

SPECIAL  APPROPRIATION. 

Fairview  Cemetery. 

January  1,  1912.  received  from  town  of  Hyde  Park,  unex- 
pended earnings  $11,953  28 

SPECIAL  APPROPRIATION. 

Dorchester  North  Burying  Ground. 

Appropriation  authorized  December  19,  1911  .      .  $9,000  00 

Additional  appropriation  June  10,  1912    12,000  00 

'$2 1,000  00 

Expenditure,  1912-13: 

Concrete  and  Expanded  Metal  Construction 

Company  $15,058  60 

James  E.  McLaughlin,  architect    .      .      .  954  52 

Labor   1,374  64 

Printing   107  75 

Seed   86  08 

Blueprints   16  20 

Advertising   6  20 

  17,603  99 

Unexpended  balance  S3.39  3  01 


SUMMARY. 

Under  the  appropriation  for  1912  a  large  amount  of 
work  was  performed  which  may  properly  be  classed 
under  the  head  of  general  improvements.  We  are 
gratified  to  report  that  the  general  receipts  made  a 
very  substantial  increase,  and  the  amount  received  for 
perpetual  care  was  a  remarkable  increase  over  previous 
years. 
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Acting  upon  a  suggestion  of  this  Board,  the  following 
bill  was  passed  by  the  Legislature,  and  became  effective 
February  18,  1913: 

An  Act  Relative  to  the  Cemetery  Department  of  the 
City  of  Boston. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  as 
follows: 

Section  1.  The  Cemetery  Trustees  of  the  City  of  Boston 
shall  pay  into  the  treasury  of  the  city  all  receipts  of  the  Cem- 
etery Department  from  all  sources  other  than  from  deposits 
for  perpetual  care. 

Sect.  2.  The  City  Treasurer  shall  keep  the  funds  so  depos- 
ited by  the  Cemetery  Trustees  separate  from  other  money  and 
accounts  of  the  city,  and  the  City  Treasurer  is  hereby  authorized 
to  invest  and  reinvest  all  funds  so  deposited  by  the  Cemetery 
Trustees  in  proper  securites  and  shall  allow  said  funds  and  the 
income  thereon  to  accumulate  until  such  time  as  the  income  of 
the  fund  is  sufficient  in  the  opinion  of  the  Mayor  and  of  the 
Cemetery  Trustees  to  meet  t  he  current  expenses  and  expenditures 
of  the  Cemetery  Department  ;  provided,  however,  that  at  any 
time  the  Mayor  may  originate  an  appropriation  for  the  Ceme- 
tery Department  to  be  met  out  of  the  income  of  said  fund 
accruing  during  a  fiscal  year. 

Sect.  3.   This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 

Under  this  act  and  by  previous  legislation,  all 
moneys  now  received  by  this  department  are  set  aside 
for  the  perpetuation  and  perpetual  care  of  the  city 
cemeteries.  Lot  and  grave  owners  are  thus  given  double 
assurance  that  all  moneys  paid  by  them  will  be  an  addi- 
tional guarantee  that  the  cemeteries  will  be  perpetuated 
during  the  existence  of  the  city. 

By  vote  of  the  trustees  the  following  notices  were 
mailed  to  all  interested  parties  early  in  1912: 

After  February  1,  1912,  permission  to  erect  monuments, 
headstones,  grave  markers  or  other  structures  upon  any  lot 
or  grave  in  the  cemeteries  under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  depart- 
ment, will  not  be  granted  or  erection  allowed  until  after  a 
sketch  or  photograph  showing  dimensions  of  same  has  been 
submitted  to  the  superintendent  for  approval  by  the  trustees. 

After  March  16,  1912,  the  sale  of  graves  for  $5  in  Mount 
Hope  Cemetery  will  be  discontinued.  The  minimum  price 
for  graves  in  that  cemetery  will  be  $15.    For  any  further 
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information  on  the  subject  please  call  Mount  Hope  Cemetery 
office,  telephone  Milton  330. 

After  a  careful  discussion  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
year  relative  to  the  price  of  graves  in  the  various  ceme- 
teries, the  following  notices  were  mailed,  as  a  result  of 
the  vote  of  this  Board: 

On  and  after  March  1,  1913,  the  price  of  a  grave  in  Oak 
Lawn,  at  Fairview  Cemetery,  will  be  increased  from  So  to  $10. 
This  will  be  the  lowest  priced  grave  sold  by  this  department, 
and  burials  therein  are  restricted  absolutely  to  residents  of 
Boston.  This  rule  wTill  be  strictly  enforced.  This  means  the 
discontinuance  of  the  85  graves  from  above  date. 

On  and  after  April  1,  1913,  prices  for  graves  will  be  as  follows, 
each  according  to  location: 

Mount  Hope  Cemetery  —  Graves,  $15  and  $20.  The  $20 
graves  will  be  sold  only  with  perpetual  care,  which  will  cost 
an  additional  820  for  each  grave. 

Evergreen  Cemetery. —  All  graves  to  be  840  each,  which  will 
include  perpetual  care. 

Fairview  Cemetery. —  Graves  on  Aspen  avenue  and  Rose  path 
to  be  $15  each.    All  other  graves  to  be  $10  each. 

Graves  sold  for  810  or  $15  can  be  purchased  with  or  without 
perpetual  care. 

The  cost  of  perpetual  care  of  old  or  new  graves  has  been 
reduced  from  $25  to  820  each. 

The  department  rules  covering  burials  and  single 
graves  was  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

When  a  grave  shall  become  vacant  by  the  removal  of 
the  bodies,  the  right  of  burial  shall  terminate  in  Section 
D  and  E,  Mount  Hope  Cemetery,  and  also  when  the 
deed  specifies  termination.  In  case  rights  are  pur- 
chased in  other  sections  of  Mount  Hope,  Evergreen 
and  Fairview  Cemeteries,  the  price  previously  paid 
shall  be  allowed  in  part  payment  for  the  new  rights 
acquired.  This  allowance  shall  not  apply  to  rights 
purchased  for  So  in  Section  F,  Mount  Hope  Cemetery, 
which  rights  are  not  transferable. 

By  vote  of  the  Board  the  minimum  price  for  setting 
foundations  was  placed  at  $3. 

The  pension  system  for  Civil  War  veterans  first 
effective  in  1911  was  increased  by  one  pension  in  1912, 
making  two  in  all.    The  pension  system  for  laborers 
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over  seventy  years  of  age,  and  who  have  worked  for 
the  city  for  twenty-five  years  resulted  in  the  pensioning 
of  six  employees. 

The  total  amount  paid  for  pensions  for  the  year  1912 
was  $1,451.42,  this  being  but  part  time  for  seven  men. 

During  the  early  part  of  1912  the  wooden  fence  on 
the  Dorchester  avenue  wall  of  the  Dorchester  South 
Burying  Ground  was  badly  damaged.  This  neces- 
sitated its  removal,  and  a  new  substantial  iron  fence 
was  erected  in  place  thereof. 

Fairview  Cemetery  which  was  acquired  January  1, 
1912,  by  the  annexation  of  Hyde  Park  has  received 
much  attention.  The  price  for  lots  has  been  placed  at 
$1  per  square  foot,  including  perpetual  care. 

In  order  to  carry  on  the  work  at  this  ground  it  will 
be  necessary  to  place  there  permanently  at  least  three 
more  laborers. 

On  July  26,  1912,  Frank  T.  Donovan  was  appointed 
custodian  of  this  ground  under  direction  of  the  General 
Superintendent.  The  dwelling  house  on  the  ground 
was  occupied  by  an  employee  up  to  November  1,  1912, 
when  it  was  ordered  vacated  by  vote  of  the  Board. 

On  December  19,  1911,  your  Honor  approved  an 
appropriation  of  $9,000  for  rebuilding  a  wall  at  the  Dor- 
chester North  Burying  Ground.  A  few  days  later  you  and 
several  members  of  the  City  Council  inspected  this  bury- 
ing place  and  were  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  placing 
the  fence  and  ground  in  a  presentable  condition. 

On  June  10,  1912,  an  additional  appropriation  of 
$12,000  was  authorized  for  this  wall,  making  a  total  of 
$21,000.  In  view  of  the  unanimous  opinion  that  the 
work  should  commence  at  an  early  date,  this  Board 
advertised  for  sealed  proposals  for  erecting  and  com- 
pleting the  wall  inclosing  this  burying  place,  and  for 
the  erection  of  an  administration  building  therein. 
The  bids  were  opened  on  May  20,  and  the  contract 
finally  awarded  to  the  Concrete  and  Expanded  Metal 
Construction  Company  for  $17,631,  they  being  the 
lowest  bidders.  Work  was  commenced  on  June  20, 
on  the  east  side  of  the  burying  place,  and  consisted  of 
the  removal  of  1,795  feet  of  wooden  fence  and  brick 
wall.  This  was  replaced  by  a  wall  of  concrete  and 
expanded  metal,  which  averaged  6  feet  6  inches  in  height 
and  8  inches  in  thickness.  There  was  also  removed 
from  the  ground  the  old  hearse  house,  which  for  a 
number  of  years  had  been  used  as  an  office,  and  in  its 
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place  was  erected  a  modest  office  building,  which  will 
meet  all  the  requirements  of  this  ground.  The  balance 
of  the  work  was  completed  by  December  1,  and  included 
the  regrading  of  the  ground  by  department  employees. 

A  water  service  has  been  installed  with  six  standard 
pipes. 

At  the  junction  of  Columbia  road  and  Stoughton 
street  a  new  entrance  has  been  made.  This  is  really 
the  reopening  of  the  ancient  entrance  to  this  burying 
ground,  and  the  condition  permitted  only  the  construc- 
tion of  a  foot  pathway.  The  entrance  for  carriages  on 
Stoughton  street  and  Columbia  road  has  been  reopened, 
and  a  new  avenue  has  been  laid  out  from  the  Columbia 
road  gate  and  named  Pierce  avenue. 

Land  between  the  old  fence  on  Columbia  road  and 
the  sidewalk,  which  was  turned  over  to  this  department 
by  the  Street  Commissioners  as  a  result  of  the  construc- 
tion of  Columbia  road,  contained  5,102  square  feet. 

Previous  to  work  being  commenced  on  the  burying 
ground  wall,  the  Health  Department  petitioned  for 
2,317  square  feet  at  the  north  end  of  this  strip  for  the  pur- 
pose of  erecting  a  convenience  station  thereon.  A  grant 
of  this  land  was  made  to  the  Health  Department  by 
this  Board  of  Trustees,  and  this  necessitated  a  change 
in  the  plans  and  the  construction  of  a  new  entrance  on 
Columbia  road.  The  amount  of  additional  land  inclosed 
in  the  Burying  Ground,  exclusive  of  the  taking  of  the 
Board  of  Health,  was  2,785  square  feet.  During  the 
progress  of  regrading  the  ground,  two  headstones  were 
found  bearing  the  following  inscriptions: 

Nicholas  Clapp,  1682. 
Isaac  Joxes.  aged  77  years,  died  February  18,  1700. 

The  new  wall  inclosing  the  Xorth  Dorchester  Burying 
Place  has  added  a  quiet  and  dignity  to  the  old  place, 
unsurpassed  by  any  of  the  other  cemeteries  in  or  about 
the  city. 

Three  entrances  give  access  to  the  grounds;  that  on 
Upham's  Corner,  at  the  junction  of  Columbia  road  and 
Stoughton  street,  is  the  most  striking  in  appearance, 
being  in  fact  the  main  architectural  feature.  This 
entrance,  which  is  for  the  use  of  pedestrians,  is  formed 
by  massive  stone  pylons  and  capped  by  a  heavy  stone 
cornice,  and  is  closed  by  wrought-iron  gates.  The 
ornamentation  and  general  feeling  of  this  entrance  is 
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rather  Eg}rptian  in  character,  thus  showing  the  source 
of  its  inspiration  —  the  entrance  to  the  old  Granary 
Burying  Ground  on  Tremont  street.  Several  of  the 
old  tombs  are  also  of  the  same  character,  which  made 
very  appropriate  the  style  chosen.  From  this  entrance 
on  Upham's  Corner  the  inclosing  wall  extends  along 
the  Stoughton  street  and  Columbia  road  sides  of  the 
ground  to  the  carriage  entrances,  one  on  each  street 
admitting  to  the  grounds. 

These  carriage  entrances  are  simpler  expressions  of 
the  main  gate,  with  stone  piers  and  iron  gates.  The 
surface  of  the  wall  itself  between  these  gates  is  broken 
by  means  of  panels  and  piers,  but  beyond  the  gates 
along  the  back  borders  the  wall  is  simple.  This  wall  is 
high  enough  to  form  a  backing  to  the  vaults  which 
abut  it  in  many  places  and  makes  of  the  whole  a  quiet 
and  secluded  inclosure. 

Within  the  grounds  near  the  carriage  entrance  on 
Stoughton  street  is  a  small  office  building,  colonial  in 
type  and  of  stucco  with  a  red  tile  roof.  This  is  the  office 
of  the  custodian  and  superintendent  of  the  grounds. 
This  building  has  a  waiting  room  with  a  charming 
little  fireplace  and  toilet  facilities,  arranged  for  the 
convenience  of  those  having  business  with  the  officials. 

As  stated  by  this  Board  in  various  reports,  we  are 
besieged  each  year,  by  letter  and  verbally,  to  do  some- 
thing towards  placing  the  old  burying  grounds  in  a 
presentable  condition.  From  statements  which  have 
been  made  it  does  not  seem  that  as  much  attention  is 
given  to  the  care  of  the  old  grounds  by  this  city  as  by 
other  cities  and  towns.  We  are  told  that  in  the  majority 
of  cases  they  provide  generously  for  the  up-keep  of 
their  ancient  burying  places.  Under  the  appropriation 
allowed  it  is  impossible  to  do  the  work  which  is  necessary 
to  place  these  grounds  in  a  proper  condition,  and  it  is 
useless  to  attempt  to  do  a  little  when  the  grounds  need 
a  thorough  overhauling  and  renovation. 

We  believe  that  the  grounds  attract  visitors  to  the 
city,  and  we  estimate  that  50,000  people  visit  the 
Granary  Burying  Ground  during  the  season. 

With  our  last  annual  estimate  submitted  to  the  city 
government  was  a  special  estimate  for  the  renovation  of 
the  old  burying  grounds,  and  we  believe  that  the 
expenditure  of  the  $40,000  asked  for  in  this  estimate 
will  place  the  grounds  in  such  condition  that  they  can 
be  easily  cared  for  without  extra  expense  for  many 
years  to  come. 
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During  the  years  which  your  Honor  has  served  as 
Mayor  of  this  city,  we  desire  to  say  that  you  have 
always  expressed  a  kind  and  lively  interest  in  the  work 
of  this  department,  and  you  have  treated  us  as  generously 
as  we  could  possibly  expect  you  to  do  in  our  appropria- 
tions. We  know  that  if  the  finances  of  the  city  per- 
mitted you  would  gladly  recommend  an  appropriation 
of  a  sufficient  amount  of  money  to  carry  out  various 
recommendations  which  we  have  made.  We,  therefore, 
desire  to  express  to  you  our  sincere  appreciation  of  the 
uniform  courtesy  which  you  have  extended  to  us  on  all 
occasions,  a  sentiment  which  is  gladly  subscribed  to  by 
each  member  of  this  Board  of  Trustees. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Charles  E.  Phipfs,  Chairman. 
Jacob  R.  Morse. 
Frederick  E.  Atteaux. 
Albert  W.  Hersey. 
John  J.  Madden. 


